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Henry Fagan and Partners

454 Bree Stren CAPE TOWN 80O

Cape Town FAX 4240749

8001 TEL 4242470

Attention: Jacques Retief gabriel@fagan.co.za

Dear Mr Retief
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK), Derry Road, Rondebosch: Site Visit

| refer to our site visit to the Rondebosch NGK on 17.09.2018 to inspect various aspects of concern
related to the church structure. The following issues were noted:

1) Cracking of walls

2) Bubbling of paint indicating water/damp ingress

3) Listing floor on the south side of the nave

It is our consideration that most of the damp issues can be resolved by maintenance including the
repair and cleaning of gutters and down pipes, the repair and sealing of windows, and the filling of
cracks in the walls.

The cracks are considered to be related to movement of the building from uneven settiement of the
building. We expect you as an Engineer will elaborate on this issue to your Client but it is felt that the
movement is relatively limited considering the age of the building and that repair of cracks followed
by future monitoring and maintenance would be more appropriate (and cheaper) than attempting
to halt the movement by piling the foundations or by any other invasive solution.

The listing of the floor will most certainly be from the deterioration of floor joists where they have
been built into the south wall, and would have been caused by the ingress of water through the floor
ventilators on that side of the building. The paving adjacent to these openings has been built up to
be almost at the same level as the vents and, although partially protected by cowls, it is concluded
that rainwater runoff has entered through them over the years creating favourable conditions for
the onset of rot to the ends of the joists. Floor boarding will have to be removed to confirm this. It is
however a fairly common problem with a relatively straight forward remedy of removing and
replacing the joist ends.

As the building is over 60 years old, section 34 of the National Heritage Resources Act is triggered if
repair work is to be undertaken. An application outlining the work to be done must be submitted to
Heritage Western Cape, and a permit issued by them, before work can proceed.

Yours sincerely

s lﬁ _C
~ ~f
John Wilson-Harris

PP Gabrie|Fagan
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